IN THE CLAIMS 



1 (Currently Amended). A method, comprising: 

determining , using snooping, at a hardware server headend node, terminal node 
characteristics of a media network terminal node coupled to said server ; 

based on the determined terminal node characteristics, selecting in said server an 
algorithm and one or more control parameters for processing a fingerprint; 

downloadin g, from the server, the selected algorithm and one or more control 
parameters to a fingerprint control protocol in a central office infrastructure ; and 

transferring the fingerprint control protocol from said infrastructure to a terminal 
node. , wherein th e fingerprint control protocol include s an Internet protocol header, a user 
datagram protocol header, a real time transport protocol header, a FlexMux header, and a 
s ynchroni z ation la y er he ader . 

2 (Original). The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

utilizing, at the terminal node, the fingerprint control protocol to process the 

fingerprint. 

3 (Original). The method of claim 2, wherein utilizing, at the terminal node, the 
fingerprint control protocol to process the fingerprint, comprises: 

generating the fingerprint; and 

forwarding the fingerprint to the headend node for verification. 

4 (Original). The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

periodically checking the terminal node characteristics to adjust the selected 
algorithm and one or more control parameters. 

5 (Previously Presented). The method of claim 1, wherein the fingerprint control 
protocol further includes data that is packed into one or more MPEG elementary streams. 

6 (Original). The method of claim 1, wherein the fingerprint is a video fingerprint. 



3 



7 (Original). The method of claim 1, wherein the fingerprint is an audio fingerprint. 



8 (Original). The method of claim 1, wherein the fingerprint control protocol is an 
application level control protocol. 

9 (Currently Amended). A system, comprising: 

a headend node, wherein the headend node determines terminal node characteristics 
of a media network, wherein the headend node selects an algorithm and one or more control 
parameters to process a fingerprint based on the determined terminal node characteristics, and 
wherein the headend node downloads the selected algorithm and control parameters to a 
fingerprint control protocol. , wherein the fingerprint control protocol includes an Internet protocol 
head er, a user datagram protocol header, a real time transport protocol h e ad er, a F l ex Mux header, 
an d a s>Tic hron iz ati o n layer h ea d er. 

10 (Original). The system of claim 9, further comprising: 

a terminal node, wherein the terminal node receives the fingerprint control protocol 
from the headend node and uses the fingerprint control protocol to process the fingerprint. 

1 1 (Original). The system of claim 10, wherein the terminal node generates the fingerprint 
and forwards the fingerprint to the headend node for verification. 

12 (Original). The system of claim 9, wherein the headend node periodically checks the 
terminal node characteristics to adjust the selected algorithm and one or more control parameters. 

1 3 (Previously Presented). The system of claim 9, wherein the fingerprint control 
protocol further includes data that is packed into one or more MPEG elementary streams. 

14 (Original). The system of claim 9, wherein the fingerprint is a video fingerprint. 

15 (Original). The system of claim 9, wherein the fingerprint is an audio fingerprint. 
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16 (Original). The system of claim 9, wherein the fingerprint control protocol is an 
application level control protocol. 



17 (Currently Amended). A machine-readable medium containing instructions which, 
when executed by a processing system, cause the processing system to perform a method, the 
method comprising: 

determining, at a headend node, terminal node characteristics of a media network; 

based on the determined terminal node characteristics, selecting an algorithm and 
one or more control parameters for processing a fingerprint; 

downloading the selected algorithm and one or more control parameters to a 
fingerprint control protocol; and 

transferring the fingerprint control protocol to a terminal node. , wh e rein the 
fingerprint control protocol includes an Internet protocol header, a user datagram protocol header, 
a real time transport protocol hea d er, a Fl e xM u x header, and a synchron ization la y er h e ader. 

1 8 (Original). The machine-readable medium of claim 17, further comprising: 

utilizing, at the terminal node, the fingerprint control protocol to process the 

fingerprint. 

19 (Original). The machine-readable medium of claim 18, wherein utilizing, at the 
terminal node, the fingerprint control protocol to process the fingerprint, comprises: 

generating the fingerprint; and 

forwarding the fingerprint to the headend node for verification. 

20 (Original). The machine-readable medium of claim 17, further comprising: 

periodically checking the terminal node characteristics to adjust the selected 
algorithm and one or more control parameters. 

21 (Previously Presented). The machine-readable medium of claim 1 7, wherein the 
fingerprint control protocol further includes data that is packed into one or more MPEG 
elementary streams. 
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22 (Original). The machine-readable medium of claim 17, wherein the fingerprint is a 
video fingerprint. 

23 (Original), The machine-readable medium of claim 17, wherein the fingerprint is an 
audio fingerprint. 

24 (Original). The machine-readable medium of claim 17, wherein the fingerprint control 
protocol is an application level control protocol. 
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